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RUFINUS: 
OR, x — 
Hiſtorical Eſſay 

0 N THE ns 


FavourITe-MiNISTRY, &c, 


IS ſaid of Henry the Fourth 
of France, Great Grandfa- 
X ther to Her preſent Majeſty 
of , Britazn, that he was Grand Roy 
ſans Favori, and a more glorious Cha- 
der, cannot be given of a Prince. 
For. it ſuppoſes him ſufficient to act 
by his own Counſels, and to controul 
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his own Paſſzons, which Machiawel calls 
the Perfection of Princely Wiſdom, and 
which only can anſwer that great End 
of Government, the impartial Diſtri- 
bution of Favour and Juſtice. 

But thoſe Reigns have ever proved 
fortunate, to ſay no worſe, where 
Princes have implicitly refigned them- 
{elves into the Hands of Favourite, 
and Minions, the Corrupters of Go- 
vernment, and the evi Genii of 
Crowns. 

The Greek and Roman Hiſtorians 
every where inform us, that the auf 
been found Grievances in all Ages, 


9 
and that theſe falſe Friends have ful 
lied the Glory of Princes mor th 
the rankeſt and moſt e ne- f. 
mies of Monarchy. - Some, we read, 4 
after being raiſed from nothing to the C. 

greateſt Honours and Riches, have WW w 
had the Brutality in the midſt of Fa. th. 


vour to attempt the Murder of their 
Sovereigns with their own Hands WW the 
3 Others 


CY 
Others have baniſhed them from a 
glorious Metropolis, and the Sear of 
univerſal Empire, into little deſart 
Iſlands. Others have impriſoned them 
in their own Palaces, and produced 
them only now and then to ſerve a 
particular Turn, or like Lane to 
grace a i Triumph. Others after 
deceiving mild Emperors into Acts of 
Tyranny, have had the Inſolence to 
give them opprobrious Language for 
offering to debate with them, or for 
ſhewing any Reluctance when they 
were compelled to ſign ſanguinary and 
unnatural Edicts againſt their Subjects. 
But of all the Favourites that are 
branded to Poſterity by the Ancients, 
for I meddle not with modern Inſtan- 
ces, there is none, whole Story, ſome 
Circumſtances conſidered , is better 
worth our preſent Recollectian than 


chat of Ru finus. 
rl Twere indeed to be wiſhed, that 
ds Wl the Writers of his Age had delivered 
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down the TranſaGtions of it with more 
Certainty. But the ſbort Eſſay I have 
here drawn from the moſt Authen- 
tick of them, imperfect as it is, wil 
furniſh many ſolid and uſeful Refle. 
Ctions. 
Rufinus then was a native of Gaul, 
but ſo mean and obſcure, that none 
of the Hiſtorians have been able to 
deduce his Pedigree; and we find lit 
tle mention of him 'rill he was made 
Captain of the Guards to Theodoſins 
the Great. Tis probable his Begin- 
nings in the Military Service were 
much lower, and more ſuitable to his 

Extraction; but by what ways. and 
means he was advanced from them 
into this Poſt, we are not told. Per 
| haps they were too flagrant to be 
named. However that be, he at laſt 
became Primier _; and Sole Fi 
wogrite. 

He had all the Endowments and 
Advantages Nature cou'd give him, MW for 
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except that of Birth. His Perſon 
(according to Nicephorus) was tall 
and beautiful, his Temper compoſed 
and ſedate, his Addreſs ſmooth and 
affable , his Converſation ſubtle and 
inſinuating; which fitted him won- 
derfully for the Intrigues of a Court. 
But his Elevation quite turned his 
Head, and inſtead of making a right 
uſe of it by behaving himſelf with 
Gratitude and Acknowledgment to his 
Prince, with Regard and Decency to 
his Superiors, he grew treacherous to 
the one, and inſolent to the other. 
He began to forget his Original, to 
neglect his old Friends, to ſwell with 
an Opinion of his own Sufficiency, 
to talk loudly of his Services and De- 
ſerts, to flatter his Ambition and Ava- 
rice with unbounded Proſpects, and 
in the end to entertain Thoughts even 
of the Sovereign Power. « 
In order to accompliſh which, he 
found it neceſſary to remove Men of 


Reſo- 
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Reſolution Worth and Probity from 
the Court, and to fill their Places with 
ſuch as were of more moderate, ohſe- 
quious, and ductile Principles. 
The firſt attempt he made of chi 
kind was upon Promotus one of Thee. 
doſins's Generals, who had a little be. 
fore defeated a Bod ly of Barbarians, 
and obtained 4 ſignal and wonderful 
Victory, which greatly eclipſed the 
Glory of Rufinus ; and had it been 
gained by him, or any of his Creatures, 
wou'd have been diſtinguiſhed with 
Grants and Titles. But Promotw 
found very different effects from it; 
he was not only denied Favour at 
Court, but envied and traduced them 
for having receiv'd the Thanks and 
Congratulations of the People on hi 
return to Conſtantinople. All this Me- 
rit could not defend à brave and ſuc 
ceſsful Officer from the vile Infioo 
tions and Calumnies of 4 jealous Fr 


wourite. He was a Man of a fiery en 
rerpti 


— —— — 
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terprizing Genius, forward in Action, 
and fearleſs in Danger, ſo far con» 
ſcious of his own Services, as to re- 
quire juſtice, and to reſent nr 
Zoſiuius calls him area mHury A ps 

ro &c. A Man above the fey 
tion of Money, who ſerved his Country 
and bis Prince without mean and ſor- 
did Views. 

Tatianus and Proculus , Men in 
great Poſts and of a confic derable Fa- 
mily, were the next Eye-fores to him. 
Their juſt and impartial Execution of 
their Offices was a conſtant Reflection 
on his evil Adminiſtration. He there- 
tore took care to miſ-repreſent them 
too to the Emperor, and in a ſhort 
time by his falſe Accuſations and other 
perfidious Artifices accompliſhed their 
Ruin, to the great Detriment of the 
publick; which loſt a Patriot in the 
one . a General in the other. 

But his Malice was not confined to 
þ 2 Perſons; He knew how to de- 

 Populate 
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populate whole Cities, and was the 
Adviſer of that enn and barba. 
rous Maſſacre of Theſſalonica, where. 
in not leſs than ſeven thouſand Perſons 
were ſacrificed. For, to promote any 
Deſign, Mens Lines were of little 
conſideration with him. 

Twas on this occaſion St. Ambrol, 
excommunicated Theodoſius,and made 
him ſenſible of the enormous Crime 
he had committed in gratifying an 
unchriſtian Revenge with the Effuſion 


l 
of ſo much Blood. But Rfinus, : 
who had been the cauſe of all, vu 
hardened in Impenitence, and ioful P 
ted the Emperor's devout Contrition, I i 
which provoked St. Ambroſe to te-. ©: 
buke him with the Indignation he de: of 
ſerved. to 

This excellent and truly primitix the 
Biſhop was not afraid of exerting his IM fir 
mo 


Authority againſt the Enemies of Re- 
ligion, tho never fo great and power- 


ful, And 'tis much to be 3 
at 
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that his glorious Example ſhines at ſo 
great a diſtance, as to have loſt all 
Influence on many of his Succeſſors ; 
who have ated with a nearer View 
to their temporal Advantages, than to 
their ſpiritual Truſts ; and have not 
not only given up the Ceremonies and 
Diſcipline of the Church, but, under 
the Mask of Moderation, and a more 
extenſive Charity, have proſtituted 
her eſſential and fundamental Rights 
to deſigning Atheiſtical Stateſmen, and 
that too ſometimes in oppoſition to 
the pious Intentians of religious Prin- 
ces, But notwithſtanding all their 
pretended Meekneſs and low Sub. 
miſſions to Laymen in Authority, they 
have frequently betrayed their Love 
of Dominion over their Clergy, and 
to gratify their Revenge, or to ſerve 
their Intereſts, have not ſcrupled to 
ſtretch their Viſitorial Power into a 
more than Papal Tyranny. _ a 


C But 


who every where traduce Chriſtianity 
- and'the Profeſſors of it) is juſtly e. 


FIN Honour and Diſcipline the on 


He in the Caſe now. mentioned. 
* 0 Ru u ſenn o, after tlie Death of Ib 
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But what wy moſt wonderful and 
worthy our Obſervation 1s, Thegds- 
ſeus all 3 retained a good Opinion 


of Kufinus, "and at his Death appoih- 
ted him Governor to his Son Arcadins: 


Which, as it is the greateſt Blemiſh 


im his Character, ſo it is a clear De. 
monſtration, that no Prince can be 
ſecure from the Poyſon of ſuch V 7perd, 
when once admitted into his Boſom: 
For Theodloſius (notwithſtanding the 
Detraction of the Pagan Hiſtoriam, 


commended 3s a Pattern of Kingly 
Virtues, and in moſt things deſerving 
the Imitation of all Chriſtian Printe, 
eſpecially 1 in his great Regard to the 


doſins, was in reality Rmperor f tie 
Faſt, and Areadins Only — lo, 


. tho a Peace adorned with ever) 
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Virtue, of a Sou] truly Royal, of an 
Heart entirely Roman. He acted with. 
out controul, diſpoſed of: all⸗Offices, 
put in and turned out, Pardoned and 
puniſhed at pleaſure. He Vw, ina 
word, poſſeſſed of unliimed Power, 
and excrailad. i it at large oer the No- | 
bility and che Populace, who were now 
both miſerably ;degenexated from the 
Viitue and Glory ofrtheit Anceſtors. 
The Dignity of the Patrician Order 
was in a great meaſure extinguiſhed. 
The Plebeians Rights and Privileges 
were grofly invaded. The Laws of 
the Twelve Tables (the Magna Charts 
of the Romans) were no longer held 
ſacred, but openly and ſcandalouſſy 
violated. The Conſtitution, and even 
the Roman Name it ſelf, was in dan. 
ger of being totally aboliſned. 
The Senate, ithat is the Majority of 
it, was become little better than a 
Collection of Penſioners, Preferment- 


Hunters „ Boy: Politicians, Shaun. Pa- 
3 triotæ, 


) 
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triots, Peti-Orators, and Court-Slawes; 
who, like the Members of the preſent 
Parliaments of France, being deveſted 
of their original Senatorian Authority, 
had loſt all ſenſe of Juſtice, all free- 
dom of Voting, all that force of Elo- 
quence, that ſpirit of Liberty, which 
animated the old Romans, and made 
them the Terror of Arbitrary and 
Tyrannical Power. No Proceedings 
were too violent, no Decrees too un- 
juſt, no Proſecutions too ſanguinary, 
no Reſolutions too abſurd, no Actions, 
no Managements too profligate for 
them, when they were executing the 
Commands of their great Lord and 
Maſter Rufinus. They were grown 
odious in the Eyes of the People, 
and contemptible in the Opinion of 
him they ſerved ; whole Policy was 
firſt to make Men proſtitute their 
Characters in his Drudgery, that he 
might afterwards diſcard them at 
pleaſure , without apprehenſions of 


Danger 
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Danger from their Intereſts. Tibe.. 
rius had not more reaſon to laugh at 
the baſe Compliances of the Senate 
| in his time, when he cried out, O 
bomines ad ſerwitutem paratos ! O 
Beaſts of Burthen! than Kufinus had 
at the ſlaviſh Condeſcenſions of this. 
But it may be urged in Apology for 
the former (tho Tacitus makes a very 
ſevere Reflection upon them, Scilicet 
etiam illum, qui publicam libertatem 
nollet, tam projectæ ſervientium patien- 
tie tædebat. Such abject contented 
Slaves were nauſeous, even to a Hrant; 
and Swetonins gives them no better 
Character, Precantem Senatum, G. 
procumbentem ſibi ad genua ambiguis 
reſponſes & collida cunctatione ſuſpen- 
dens. The Emperor vouchſafed not to 
anſwer the flattering Addreſſes of the 
denate, meanly begging and proſtrate at 
bis Feet. I ſay, it may be urged in 
Apology for the former, that what 
ey did was in Obedience to their 


Sove. 
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Sovereign Prince; whereas. the lattti 
acted in vile Submiſiion to their ella 
Subj ect. 79 
"ow was the Eccleſiaftical Poly ke 
corrupt: than the Civ. For tho ti 
Church had at this time a St. Anibrdf, 
and ſome few more Fathers, both-n 
the Eaſt and the Weſt, who were 
Champions and ready to be Marhn 
for her; yet the greater Number of hn 
Paſtors began to depart from the Pu 
rity of her Doctrines, to renounce he 
Homilies, to relax her Canons, to en 
courage all ſorts of erronequs Qpitt 
ons, to preach up the fierce and un 
chriſtian Principles of Rebellion, 
ſtead of the meek and pacifick Pro 
cepts of the Goſpel. Iis gy to con 
ceive what Effect ſuch 1 dal had 
in an Age inclinable to Hereſy and 
Schiſm. Men grew wanton in Mat 
ters of Faith; every one almoſt ws 
for forming a Creed of his on, 


which however ridiculous and * 
al 
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blaſphemous and prophane, nevet 
wanted Proſehyteb. The Free-thinkers, 
a they ſtyled themſelves, treated the 
foreſtbood. with the utmoſt Contempt, 
"and denyed the Sanction and Efficacy 
of their Office. They tidiculed the 
Myfteries.of Chriſtianity, as nothing but 
mere Conjurat im and Prieſtcraft, and 
publiſhed without the leaſt Cenſurt 
thrir «digeſted. irreligious Libels , 
ſtolen from #[drberetical Authors, and 
penned with more Aſſurance than 
Argument. The inferior revolting Cler- 
21.,1in Defyance of their Duty and 
Canonical Obedience, reviled -and 
miligned the Orthodox Bifbops, and 
vere openly!rerommended and applau- 
"WH ded for it; whilſt the 'irme Soni of He 
"Wl Church were impeached ind perſecuted 
for detecting the Perils of theſe Falſe 

"i bretbrez,” and; afferting; the Cauſe uf 
1 Religion with a fearleſs and primitive 
„Leal. The Arians, and ſome of the 
more conſiderable Sedis, (as * 
"2 Scho- 


7 
fo 
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Scholaſticus informs us) were become 
preſumptuous enough to dernand not 
a Toleration only, but a publick Efta- 
bliſbment of their Worſhip, and ho. 
ped to raiſe themſelves on the Ruins 
of the Church. But Arcadlius, leaſt they 
ſhould have ExpeCtations of Favour 
from the Throne, took Care to pub: 
liſh ſeveral EdiGs, ſtill extant in the 
Codes, againſt them, and to declare 

to the World, that as he had been 
educated in the true Faith, ſo be 
wou'd firmly adhere to it, and coun: 
tenance only thoſe of his own Perſwz- 
fion. However Rufinus (knowing 
he could not ſupport his wicked Ad 
miniſtration ,, without ſubduing the 
Church as well as the State) gave an 
inſolent Proof his Power, ſuperſeded 
theſe Promiſes, and forced the young 
Emperor for a time to retract his Roy- 
al Word. He pretended, that he 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks were "tv 


numerous , and conſequently too form Wed 


5 dal: io a 
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Man 


- "Land 
gable a Body of Men to be diſobliged 


a rigorous Enforcement of the Laws 
would be interpreted a Perſecution, 
and that a Reign of Moderation was 
more glorious than a Reign of Juſtice. 
Thus Rufinus every where interpo- 
ſed, every where prevailed, and his 
Ambition for the preſent ſeemed ful- 
ly ſatisfied, bub his Avarice knew no 
Bounds. This was his predominant 
paſſion, which had for ſome time layn 
concealed , and now at length broke 
boſe like a pent Flame. He made 
his Power entirely ſubſervient to it: 
\ll Preferments, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil 
and Military, were publickly expoſed 
o ſale, and even the Determinations 
tf private Property were bought and 
old. He had Informers and Ewiden- 
rin conſtant Pay, who were inſtru- 
ed on occaſion to {wear any thing, 
o accuſe any Body, to prove this 
an a Lunatick, and that an Ideot. 
D By 


N 
d 
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in the preſent Juncture of Affairs, that 
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By which means he had the Liyg 
and Fortunes of all the Subjects of 
the Empire at his Command. In 
Word, his whole Adminiſtration wa 
one continued Act of Rapine an 
Plunder; and, tho' it laſted but a fey 
Years, he had by his Grants from 4. 
cadius, Contributions from the Provis 
ces, Bribes and Extortions from the be 
ple, heaped together fo immeaſurabl 
a Maſs of Wealth, that he grew to 
bulky for a Subject, and became dat 
gerous to the Crown. 

But notwithſtanding his immode 
rate Love of Money, he had his Ex 
travagancies, and ſeemed reſolved i 
exceed all others, as much in C]] n 
deur as he did in Power. This Vi 
nity, often incident to ſordid and pe 
nurious Natures, appeared chiefly | 
the Magnificence of his Building 
For he erected the moſt ſumptuous ah, 7 
ſtately Palace in the whole Empire 


and ſo vaſt was the Expence of ; 
tha 
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chat the World with good Reaſon 
l ſuſpected he had Recourſe to the In- 
W-crial Coffers, whilſt Works of grea- 
er Importance ſtood ſtill, for want of 
Money, and the Royal Palaces lay in 
Ruins. Hiſtorians have left us no 
articular Deſcriptions of this Hoſe , 
only ( Sozomen lays) in general, that 
t was an immenſe and coſtly Fabrick, 
duilt to perpetuate his Name and Fa- 
ily. But it happened to him, as it 
us ſince done ro Volſey, and others 
n England, that what he deſigned 
he Monument of his Greatneſs and 
ory, proved one Occaſion of his 
Dilgrace and Ruin. 
He affected nothing more thana per- 
tual Smoothneſs and Affability in his 
uward Behaviour; but underneath 
ere lurked a perſecuting and revenge- 
Soul, as have already ſhewn in ſome 
flances, I may add alſo the Tryal 
Impeachment of Lucianus (deſcribed 
inne and others) black as any 
=" | JM of 
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of his Cruelties, tho' it proved fati 
to himſelf. For being both Accuſet 
and Judge, contrary to the Natur 
of Juſtice, the Rules of Reaſon, and 
the Forms of Law, he raiſed a gene. 
ral Diſcontent and Clamour through 
out the Empire, which it was not in 
all his Subtilty ever effectually u 
compoſe. The People of Antioch, 
where Lucianus reſided, had him it 
great Eſteem and Veneration , au 
when they found to what Extrem 
ties Rufinus was proceeding , the) 
committed ſeveral Outrages, demand 
ing Juſtice, and threatning Vengeanc 
Rufinus was not a little ſurprized u 
find his old Friends, rhe Populu, 
turned upon him, and aſſuming a 
rit of Patriotiſm. He endeavour 
to ſooth and appeaſe their Rage | 
pretending, that Lucianus ſhould & 

uſed with all Tenderneſs and Hum 
nity, that he had not the leaſt 


Intention againſt his Perſon, when 
i 
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was at the ſame time actually taking 
away his Life. Snch is the Mode- 

| Such are the Mercies of Politicians 
and Stateſmen! But Lucianus wanted 
not an Advocate in the midſt of his 
Sufferings, who to his immortal Ho- 
nour, when others meanly ſhrunk and 
deſerted him, durſt undertake the 
Cauſe of perſecuted Innocence, and 
with a Talent peculiar to himſelf em- 
ployed all the Powers of the moſt 
refined and in Eloquence in his 
Vindication. 

This Riot on the one Hand was 
condemned as no leſe a Crime than 
Treaſon; on the other it was excuſed 
as a juſt Remonſtrance, and 4 Caſe 
of Neceſſity. However to pals it o- 
ver, and many more Particulars , 
which might be produced, he had 
now formed his Grand Deſign of mar- 
rying his Daughter to Arcadius. But 
Fortune, that had hitherto denyed 


him nothing, (fo at laſt ſhe ſerves 
ber 


„ 
her greateſt Darlings) forſook him 
here, and Stilico by his Agents at 
Conſtantinople found means of recon 
mending another Lady, and engaged 
che Emperor's Affections before Ruf 
nus had the leaſt Suſpicion of it. 

After this his Power began viſibly 
to decline. The People freely at- 
raigned his Miſmanagements, expo- 
ſed his Corruptionc, and called aloud 
for Reſtitution and Juſtice. Some ut- 
tered bold Speeches in publick Aſſem- 
blies, others privately wrote InveGives 
againſt him, and even his own Slaves 
defended him with leſs Zeal and Vi 
gour than uſual. N : ring 

Stilico was too wile and vigilant a 
Stateſman not to improve this Oppor- 
tunity to the utmoſt Advantage. He 
was of a more extended Genius, and 


better skill'd in the Fineſſes, the Stra- 


tagems, and the Myſteries of a deep 
and intricate Policy, than Rufinus 
himſelf. He was the Man in the 

1 N 
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World moſt capable of turning his 
own Weapons upon him, and ma- 
king the very Means of his Advance- 
ment the Inſtruments of his Ruin; 
which he the more eaſily effected by 
the Aſliſtance of the Lady who by 
his Intereſt had been ſo highly pre- 


ferred, and who now reigned abſo- 


lute in the Heart of Arcadius. She 


employed her whole Influence in fa- 
vour of him, and was abundantly con- 
vinced, that her own Life, as well as 
his, depended entirely on the Suppreſ- 
ſion of Ru finus and his Family. He 
could expect nothing but Revenge 
and Blood from à diſgraced and ſup- 
planted Stateſman, nor ſhe any thing 
leſs from a Female diſappointed Rival. 
Such Enemies were not to be appea- 
{ed but deſtroyed. 

All this while Rufinus obſerved 
their Motions with a ſtrict and watch- 
ful Eye. He was ſo conſcious of his 
own Guile, ſo jealous in his Nature, 


5 that 


E 
that he apprehended every thing from 
4 Party, which was now coming into 
full Power and Authority. A Par, 
tho' hitherto ſmaller in number than 
his own, yet always more conſiden- 
ble in Eſteem, being compoſed of 
Men of the firſt Rank, the Jargeſ 
Properties, and the greateſt Abilities; 
Whom no Motives cou'd induce to 
acquieſce tamely in the Grievances 
and Calamities of their Country; who 
cou'd not without Horror reflect on 
the Conſequences of an endangered 
Church, a ſubverted Conſtitution, an 
exhauſted Treaſury, and a perpetual 
War; who preſerved the Principles of 
Religion, Honour and Loyalty in the 
worſt of Times, even under his moſt 
deteſtable Miniſtry. | 

But he was not more mortified 
with the Apprehenfions of his own 
Ruin, than with the Thoughts of 
Stilico's Grandeur and Reputation, 


and reſolved, if poſſible, not to part 
from 


1 
from his Power without giving ſome 
Concuſſion to the State, which he 
conceived wou'd moſt naturally be ef- 
fected by calling in Foreign Powers. 
He therefore made a ſecret League and 
ſtrict Alliance with the Goths , Huns 
and Alans. But his chief Dependance 
was on Alaric the Goth, a Prince and 
Hero of great Renown , who had 
commanded the Confederate Barbarians, 
inhabiting the Banks of the Dannbe, 
m that memorable Victory obtained 
near the Julian Alps over the. Uſur- 
pers of the Weſtern Empire on the 
Death of Valentinian. "Twas this A- 
laric, who afterwards diſtinguiſhed 
his military Virtues by many ſucceſ- 
ive Triumphs in Italy, and whom 
he Hiſtorians have tranimitted down 
to Poſterity, as a more than ſecond 
Hannibal, in conquering and demo- 
hing Rome it ſelf 

Matters thus ſettled abroad, he 
ranted not Inſtruments enough at 
E home 
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home ready to do their part in any 
hardy and deſperate Enterpriſe, Of 
theſe Antiochus was the chief, one 
more able to diſturb and annoy, than 
to direct and govern, and ſo naturally, 
bent on Sedition and Miſchief, that 
he is called em opyarcy the Engine 
of Iniquity : Rufinus had for ever en- 
gaged him to his Intereſt by making 
him Proconſul (or what we now all 
Lord Lieutenant) of Greece, whete 
he ravaged and plundered all before } 
him. There were many more, patti 
cularly Gerontius, whom he had allo 
obliged by putting under his Cate 
the Streights of Thermopyle, which, h. 
ing on the-Gulph of Ziton, gave hit 
the Command of ihe Sea. Gerontint 
was a Man of lefs Abilities than 4 
tiochus, but equally zealous to pro: 
mote all pernicious and treaſonabi 
Practices. 1 | 

This Artem pt not only rouſed d 
lico's Indignation, ho had 1 
2 te“ 
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Intelligence of the moſt minute | 
Springs and Progreſſes of it; but | 
with good reaſon gave great Offence | 
to thoſe, who had any regards for 
the Common Safety : And what a de- 
plorable Circumſtance is a Nation 
in, when its chief Minifters (with 
whom its Protection and Security are 
lodged) fly to Foreigners on every 
Approach of Danger, betray their 
Truſts, barter away the Conſtitution 
of their Country, and in Defiance of 
their natural Prince enter into raſh 
and rebellious Treaties? = 
Here I may without much Digre- 
ſion obſerve, that where Foreigners 
| 


have been too freely admitted into 
any ſettled Government, they have ſel- | 
dom failed to alter the Manners and i} 
Religion of the People, and the Na- 1 

[| 


ture and Frame of the Conſtitution. 
Which 1s the greater Argument againſt l 
general Naturalizations, when we con- il. 


ſider that the Sum and Dreggs the Vaga- 


E 2 bonds 
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bonds and Beggars of other Countries 
only take the Benefit of ſuch Laws. 
Methods, that are proper to advance 
a State in its Beginning and Infancy, 
are often pernicious to it in its full 
Growth and Perfection. Rome owed 
its Riſe to the Admiſſion of the $a. 
bines, and its Ruin to the Admiſſion 
of * al Goths. 

But Rufinus was now tranſported 
with the hopes he entertained of ſup- 
planting Stilico, and dreamt of nothing 
leſs than a C For he was not con. 
tent to oppoſe him only, but, accor- 
ding to the uſual Gratitude of Fawon. 
rites, he had of late endeavoured to 
leſſen Arcadins in the Opinion of his 
People, to repreſent him as a poor 
weak Prince, unqualified for the Bu- 
ſinels of Empire, and by ſcattering 
vaſt Sums of Money had drawn 


ſome brave Troops and Perſons of 


Diſtinction into his Faction, who 


were to join Alaric, depoſe freed 
an 


L. 2 

and proclaim him Emperor. The 
Conſequence of which was to be 4 
Military Government, the conſtant 
Support of Uſurpation, and one of 
the greateſt Calamities a Kingdom can 
labour under. 

Thus the Condition- of Princes 1s 
more unhappy than that of private 
Men. Their high Station renders 
| them incapable. of receiving the Re- 
turns of Friendſhip, or of knowing 
the Hearts of thoſe that profeſs it to 
them. Their Power of doing Good 
and conferring Benefits excites Ambi- 
tion and Envy, where it ſhould pro- 
duce Duty and Gratitude, Nor are 
we to account for this on Hobbs's and 
I is Admirers vile Notions of humane 
Nature in general; but rather to im- 
pute 1t to the particular Misfortune 
of Kings in the Choice of their Fa- 
Yourites, or to the Corruptions that 


are too often contracted in a Court. 
Education, 


JW 


To 


13 

10 retum to Rufinus. Aſter be 
ad projected this black Treaſon 4. 
gainſt the beſt of Maſters, and mo] 
indulgent of Princes, he was infatus 
ted into a Security of Succeſs; inſo- 
much, that he had actually p repam 
the Donative, the Purple, and all th 
Enſigns of Majeſty for his Inveſtiture, 
But Gaines, a celebrated Genen 
and a Friend to Stilico, reſolved to 
prevent the Ruin of his Country bj 
the Deſtruction of Rufinus; and ; 
was accordingly accompliſhed on tle 
very Day he had intended to dethron 
and murder Arcadins. + 
After the Soldiers (who were bi 
ling Executioners) had killed hin, 
there was no vile or contemptue 
Treatment wanting to inſult his dex 
Body. His Head was fixed on dh 
point of à Lance, and his mangle 
| Carcaſs lay expoſed in the Streets 
the Fury of the Multitude. A e 
mon Soldier cut off his right Ha 
+ 1 
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and had ſo contriv'd it that by drawing 
the Sine ws, which moved the Fingers, 
he could make it graſp any thing at 
pleaſure. With this Hand, ſo uſed 
to receive Bribes, he went about beg- 
ging Alms, and crying at every Doot 
Sore To a, Remember 4 poor inf; atia- 
ble Wretch. The People, pleated 
with any thing that ridiculed and ex- 
poled the Memory of Ruſinus, ap- 
plauded the Fellow for his Ingenuity, 
and beſtowed their Mock-Charity. 

Such was the End of this mighty 
Favourite; and it may be of Inſtru- 
(tion to others, that Covetouſueſs can 
never amaſs Riches ſufficient, nor Po- 
 licy form Alliances ſtrong enough, to 
ſecure them at laſt from the Reſent- 
ments of an injured and oppreſſed 
Nation. They may ſee the fatal Ef- 


d 


fects of Ambition and Avarice, and 


the natural Inſtability of new and ſud- 
den Greatneſs. They may learn that 
the Favours of good Princes are not 

| A longer 
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longer to be relyed on by their Ml. 


ziſters, than they give Satisfaction, 
and do juſtice to their Subjects. 
Arcadius, after he came to refles 


fully on the Iniquity of Rufinus's A. 
ctions, expreſſed an utter Deteſtation 
of "y Memory, attainted his Blood, 


ſeized his Houſe , and. confiſcated bi 
Eſtate. Bur be permitted his Wife 
and Daughter (Objects below his 


Royal Vengeance) to ſteal into a 


Sanctuary, where with Difficulty they 
were preſerved from the Rage of the 


People, to whom they had made 


themſelves obnoxious and hateful. by 
their exceſſive Covetouſneſs Pride and 


Inſolence. 


Now Stilico directed the Cond 
of the Eaſtern and Meſtern Empire 
without. a Rival, and ſhewed the 
good Diſpoſition of his Miniſtry by 
endeavouring to compoſe Mars and 
Tumults, and to reſtore Peace and 


Happineſs to the Romans. 
From 


Se — — 
— = 
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From this ſingle Inſtance it would 
be eaſy to demonſtrate, that a Fa- 
vourite-Miniſtry is fundamentally de- 
ſtructive of good Government, and 
equally pernicious to the Prince and 
to the People. 123 
To the Prince, in that it endan- 
gers his Crown, deveſts him of his 
Sovereignty, betrays him into a Ne- 
C olet.of his beſt Friends, gives a low 
Idea of his Abilities, begets a Con- 
tempt of his Perſon, and in a Word, 
makes him the Tool Tacitus deſcribes 
 Clandins Ceſar, Princeps cui non judi- 
aum, non odinum eſt, niſi inditum ac 
juſſum : i. e. A Prince that is neither 
alowed the Vſe of his Reaſon, nor the 
Freedom of his Paſſions, but is taught 
even to love and haic. | 
To the People, in that it ſhuts up 


heir fundamental Rights, delivers 
bem over to the Tyranny of their 
fellow. Subjekts, renders the whole 

\ i Ad- 


all Acceſs to the Throne, deſtroys 


a 
Adminiſtration partial, and conſe. 
quently unjuſt and oppreſſive. 

Conſtantine the Great was ſo con 
vinced of theſe Truths, and fo kl. 
led in the Policies of Government. 
that upon the firſt Murmurs and Re 
monſtrances of the People againſt hi 
Miniſters and Favourites for their ir 
ſatiable Awarice , and Miſapplicatin 
of the Publick Money , he iſſued on 
the following Edict, which Barons 
calls Sanctio ſanSiiſſ ma, digna ſun 
que ad velim enjuſque Principis pri 
foribus uffigatur, cum ſepe contings 
bonos P rincipes Aulicorun Mini ſtrorm 
O. Magiſtratuun r geſtis relu 
enormiter infamari. A moſt rigſteu 
Lam, and worthy to be engraven on it 
. of all Royal Palaces. For it in 
often happens, that the beſt Print 
ſuffer grievouſly in their Charadiers | 
the Male-Adminiſtration of their Colt 
tiers, Miniſters, and Magiſtrates. 
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UNIVERSOS PROVINCIALES. 


35; Juis eſt cujuſcunque Loci Ordinis 
Dignitatis, qui ſe in quemcungque 


Judicum Comitum Amicorum wel Pa- 


u latinorum neorum aliquid weraciter &. 
"By 11anifeſte probare poſſe confidit, quod 
"BY integrè atque jufte geſſiſſe videatur ; 
8 Inrepidus G. ſecurus accedat. Inter- 
x pellat me, Ipſe audiam omnia, Ipſe cog- 


wſcam: Et ſr fuerit comprobatum, Ip- 
ſe me vindicabo. Dicat ſecurus, G. 
a bene ſchi conſcius dicat. Si probaverit, 
ut dixi, Ipſe me windicabo de Eo, qui 
me uſque ad hoc tempus ſimulatà inte- 
pritate deceperit : Illum autem, qui hoc 
roviderit & comprobawerit, & dig- 
mtatibus © rebus augebo. Ita mihi 
uns Divinitas ſemper propitia ſit, 

O me incolumen præſtet, ut cupio, fœ- 
cim O florente Republica. 

F 2 To 
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All Our SUBJSCTS 


one the 


PROVINCES 


F there be any Perſon, of what 
Place Condition or Quality foc 
ver, that can truly and fully prov 
any "of Our Judges, Generals, Fs 
vourites, or Conrticrs, guilty of un- 
due ard corrupt PreSices i in the Exe 
cution of their reſpective Truſts, lt 
him with all Freedom and Securit 
approach the Throne, and appel 
to Us. We Our ſelves will hea 
and take Cogniſance of all, and, 
if the Facts be proved, will 
Our ſelves Juſtice. Let him acc 
them with all Freedom and Secur: 
ty. For, as We ſaid, if he mak 
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good his Allegations , We will not 
fail to do Our ſelves Juſtice on the 
Man, that ſhall' be found to have 
impoſed on Us with ſpecious, but de- 
ceiptful , Counſels. And for his En- 
couragement, that ſhall make ſuch 
Diſcovery, We will amply reward 
him with Honours and Riches. So 
may the Divine Providence ever pro- 
tet Our Royal Perſon, and make 
Us happy in the flouriſhing Condi- 
tion of Our Empire. 


HE the Prerogative of the Prince, 

and the Liberty of the Subject j 
e (which ſome Republican Schemes make 
ca WH incompatible)are vindicatedinthe ſame 
0,8 Breath; and no doubt when rightly 
voy underſtood they will be owned to be 
ell the beſt Guardians of each other. 
un Prerogative, if it was not bounded 
ak by Liberty, wou'd be apt to grow 


into 


£35 ] 
into Tyranny ; and Liberty, if it was 
not reſtrained by Prerogative, wou'd 
as naturally run into Anarchy. Intre- 
pidus O ſecurns accedat , interpellat 
me, ipſe audiam omnia, expreſſes a 
very tender Senſe of the Solus Populi, 
and is what a Subject could only ack 
of his Prince. Ipſe me vindicabo de 
eo, qui me uſque ad hoc tempus fimtu- 
lata integritate deceperit, is the Voice 
of Majeſty, and what a Prince ought 
to ſay and do in aſſertion of himſelf 
and his Sacred Authority. 

When this Edict was publiſhed the 
Romans were in no very free State, and 
yet we ſee what ample Satisfaction 
they receiyed from an abſolute and 
unlimited Prince. Nor did he think 
it any Diminution of his Sovereign- 
ty to deliver up his chief Fawourites 
to the juſt Complaints of his Peo- 
ple. For they — not, with 
all their 8 * and influence, im. 
poſe that falſe and odious Maxim up- 


on 
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on him, That an Enquiry into publick 
Miſmanagements was affrontive to Ma- 
jeſty. On the contrary, he knew 
ſuch Doctrines were advanced by 
thoſe only who meant their own Se- 
curity, more than his Service ; and 
who would make Princes accountable 
for the Actions of their Miniſters, 
which is a State of Bondage inconſi- 
ſtent with the Principles and Nature 
of Monarchy. 

Now whether this Law is a Pat- 
tern for ſucceeding Kings leſs abſolute 
than Conſtantine; whether, when 
their Favourites become per ficlious and 
inſolent; when their Judges give 
falſe and illegal Judgment; when 
their Treaſurers ſquander and mif- 


apply the Public Money; when their 


Vice:Roys (plunder the Provinces they 


ſhould protect; when their Generals 
for mean and ſordid Ends protradt 
expenſive and bloody Nane; 'whether, 
in ſuch Circumſtances, Mercy ſhou d 


prevail 
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prevail over Juſtice, is, with all De. 
ference, ſubmitted rothoſe, whole Dy- 
ty and Buſi nels it is to aſſiſt Princes 
with their Counſels, and to rechel 
National > 

But to diſcuſs the Topicks 1 na- 
nk at Jarge wou'd require'a Volume, 
and that is not intended here, Be. 
ſides they might be illuſtrated with 
more modern Examples than this of 
Rui finus; which, as they are of nearer 
Concernment to us, may hereafter 
deſerve our Enquiry and Examina- 
tion. f 

As to the 3 8 to thi 
Treatiſe, I hall ſay little of it. The 
Original wants no Commendation, 
and perhaps the Tranſlation deſerve 
none. But whoever underſtands the 
Author, and will. give himſelf the 
Trouble of comparing them, will find 
that I have ſo induſtriouſiy avoided 
all Paraphraſe, a very few Lines ex. 


cepted, that I have contracted the 
E Senſe 


the 
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Senſe in many Paſſages, and have e- 
very where endeayoured to render his 
meaning with as little variation as 
poſſible. So that I ſhall not think 
my ſelf obliged to Account for any 
Applications or Parallells other Rea- 
ders may make. 

Some Commentators have conjectu- 
red, that Claudian in drawing this 
Piece had more Perſons in view than 
one, and their Opinion ſeems to be 
favoured by the three diſtinct Chara- 


ders, which are repreſented in it, wi. 


—Prodigium cuntis immanius Hydrit, 
Tigride mobilius ferd, violentius Auſtris, 
lerius Harpyiis, refluts incertius undis. 


A Prodigy from Savage -· Parents ſprung, 
Impetuous as a Tygreſs new with Young, 
Fierce as the Hydra, fickle as the Flood, 
And keen as meagre Harpies for their Food. 


In theſe Lines methinks we have 
the Deſcription of an imperious Vio- 
lent 


[42 ] 
lent Woman, and nothing can give ug 
a more lively Idea of the Fury , the 
Impatience, the Malice, and the Mu- 
tability of the Sex, than they do. 


Linguiſque triſulcis 
Mollia lambentes finxerunt ora Ceraſta, 
Aeque etiam tradente dlolon ariemque nocendi 
Et didicit ſimulare idem, dultuſque minaces 
Protegere, & blando fraudem pretexere riſu, 


Whilſt my horn d Serpents round hisViſageplayd 
His Features torin'd,and there their Venom ſhed, 
Whilſt I infuſing breath'd into his Heart 
Deceipt, and Craft, and every hustful Art, 
Taught him t involve his Soul in ſecret Clouds, 
With falſe diſſembling Smiles to veil his Frauds. 


Here we have the Picture of a ſann MW | 
ill. looked gloomy Stateſman, full of $ 
Craft and Diſlimulation. 1 

[ 
Congeſts cumulantur Opes, Orbiſque rapinas fl 
Accipit una domus, popuit ſervire coat, V, 


Plenaque privato ſuccumbunt Oppida regno. 
: ( Creſcebit 


Creſcebat ſcelerata fitis, pradagque recentis 
Inceſtus flagrabat amor, nulluſque petendi 


Cogendive pudor, crebus petjuria nectit, 
Blanditiis; ſociat eriturg fœdere dextras. 


Io lodge the plunder d World's collected Store; 
Unmeaſur d is his Wealth, unbounded is his Po- r. 


% 


Treaſures immeife he hoards,-Uerectsa Tow'r 2 


No Bribes his growing Appetite can ſate, 
For new Poſſeſſions new Deſires create. 
No Senſe of Shame, no Modeſty reſtrains, 
Where Avarice or where Ambition reigns. 
When with ſtri& Oaths his profer'd Faith he binds, 
Falſe are his Vows, and treach'rous his Deſigns. 


This is the Character of a rapacious 
corrupt unſatisfyed Favourite, ſmooth- 
rongued and falle-hearted. 

But let the Criticks reconcile theſe 
Differences, and entertain themſelves 

-with what Speculations they pleaſe, 

If the Poet has been prophetical, and 
the Vices of Rufinus's Age are again 
flouriſhing in ours: If the inſatiable A. 
darice here deſcribed ſhould be foun 


G 2 in 
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| 
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in one, the dark and deſigning Temper 
in another, the Female Impetnofity and 
Love of Revenge in a third, then this 
' Tranſlation is ſeaſonable; if not, I 
have diverted a few leiſure Hours, 
and it lies in common with other Ver. 
ſions of the Ancients. 
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FT, as Iwondring ſtand, a ſecret Doubt 
Puzzles my Reaſon, and diſtracts my 
Thought, | 


W Whether this lower World by Chance does move, 


Or guided by the guardian Hand of ove. 

When I ſurvey the World's harmonious Frame, 
How Nature lives immutably the ſame; 

How ſtated Bounds, and ambient Shores reſtrain 
The rowling Surges of the briny Main; 

Ho conſtant time revolves the circling Lear; 
How Day and Night alternately appear; 

Then am I well convinc'd ſome ſecret Soul, 

| Some fir/? informing Pow'r directs the whole; 
Some great Intelligence, who turns the Sphears, 
Who rules the ſteddy Motion of the Stars, 

Who decks with borrow'd Beams the waning Moon, 
But fills with native Light th' unchanging Sun, 
Who hangs the Earth amidſt ſurrounding Skies, 
And bids her various Fruits in various Seaſons riſe, 


WY ; But 


There ſummons a Cabalof Siſter-Fiends. 
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But ſoon as I refle& on human State, 
How blind, how unproportion'd is our Fate. 
How ill Men, crown d with Bleſſings, ſmoothly ja 
A golden Circle of delightful Days, 
How good men beat the rugged Paths of Life, 
Condemn'd to endleſs Cares, to endleſs Strife: 
Then am I loſt again, Religion fails, 
Then Epicurus bolder Scheme prevails; 
Which thro the Void makes wandring Atoms dance 
And calls the medley World the Work of Chance 
Which God's eternal Providence denies, 
And feigns him nodding in the diſtant Skies. 
At length Rufnus Fate my doubt removes, 
And God's Exiſtence and his Juſtice proves. 
Nor do [ longer undeceiv'd complain, 
The Wicked flouriſh, and triumphant reign; 
Since they to Fortune's heights are rais'd alone, 
To ruſh with greater Ruin headlong down. 
But here inſtruct thy Bard, Pierian Dame, 
Whence, andof whom, the dire Contagioncame. 
ALECTO's Breaſt with Rage and Envy glows 
To fee the World poſſeſt of ſweet Repoſe. 
Down to the dreary Realms below ſhe bends, 


Thr 
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8 Thither unnumber'd Plagues direct their F light, 
The curſed Progeny of Hell and Night. | 
Firſt Diſcord rears her Head, the Nurſe of War, 
Next Famine fiercely ſtalks with haughty Air; 
Then Age ſcarce drags her Limbs, ſcarce draws 
her Breath, 

But tott'ring on approaches neighb'ring Death. 
Heregroans Diſeaſe, with inbred Tortures worn, 
There Envy ſnarls, and Others good does mourn 0 
There Sorrow ſighs, her Robe to tatters torn. 
Fear ſkulks behind, and trembling hides her Face, 
But Raſbneſs head long thruſts her Front of Braſs. 
Then Luxury, Wealth's Bane, profuſely ſhines, 
Whilſt Vant, attending in a Cloud, repines. 
ATrain of ſleepleſs ſelf-tormenting Cares, 
Daughters of meagre Avarice, appears; 
Who, as around her wither'd Neck they cling, 
Confeſs the Parent Hag from whence they ſpring. 
Here Ils of each malignant kind reſort, 
à thouſand Monſters guard the dreadful Court. 

Amidſt th* infernal Crowd ALECToO ſtands, 
And a deep ſilence awfully commands. 
Then, in tumultuous Terms, like theſe, expreſt 
A Paſſion long had ſwell'd within her Breaſt. 

H Shall 
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Shall we ſupine permit theſe peaceful Day: 
So ſmooth, ſo gay, ſo undiſturb'd to paſs? 
Shall Pity melt, ſhall Clemency controul | 
A Fury's fierce and unrelenting Soul ? 
What do our Iron Whips, our Brands avail? 
What all the horrid Implements of Hell ? 
Since mighty Fove debars us of his Skies, 
Since Theodoſrius too his Earth denies. 
Such were the Days, and ſo their Tenour ran, 
When the firſt happy golden Age began, 
Virtue and Concord with their Heav'nly Train, 
With Piety and Faith ſecurely reign: 
Nay Juice, in imperial Pomp array'd, 
Boldly ex lores this everlaſting Shade. 
Me ſhe inſulting menaces and awes, 
Reforms the World, and vindicates her Laws 
And ſhall we then, negle&ed and forlorn, 
From ev'ry Region baniſh'd, idly mourn? 
Aſſert your ſelves, know what and whence you 

are, 

Attem pt ſome glorious Miſchief worth your care, 
Involve the Univerſe in endleſs War. 
Oh! that I could in Stygian Vapours riſe, 
Darken the Sun, pollute the balmy Skies; 
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dhe ſcorch'd Alcides with a frantick Flame, 
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Let looſe the Rivers, deluge ev'ry Plain, | 
Break down the Barriers of the roaring Kd 
And ſhatter Nature into Chaos once again 
So rag d the Fiend, and toſs'd her Vipers round, 
Which hiſſing pour'd their Poiſons on the Ground. 
A murmur thro' the jarring Audience rung, 
Diff'rent Reſolves from diffrent Reaſons ſprung, 
So when the Fury of a Storm 1s paſt, 
Wen the rough Winds in ſofter murmurs waſt; 


5 ſounds, ſo fluctuates the troubled Sea, 


As the expiring Tempeſt plows its way. 
MEG RA riſing then addreſs'd the Throng, 


o whom Sedition, Tumult, Rage belong; 


WhoſeFood is Entrails of the guiltleſs Dead, 
Whoſe Drink is Children's Blood by Parents ſhed, 


She broke the Bow the ſavage World did tame, 
She nerv'd the Arm, ſhe flung the deadly Dart, 
When Athamas transfix'd Learcus Heart: 
She prompted Agamemnon's monſtrous Wife 

To take her injur'd Lord's devoted Life. 

dhe breath'd Revenge and Rage into the Son, 
do did the Mother's Blood the Sires attone. 
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She blinded ¶Edipus with kindred Charms, 
Forc'd him inceſtuous to a Mother's Arms. 
She ſtung Thyeſtes, and his Fury fed, 
She taught him to pollute a Davghter's Bed. 
Such was her dreadful Speech | 

Your Schemes nor practical, nor lawful are, 
With Heav'n and Fove to wage unequal War. 
But if the Peace of Man you wou'd invade, 
If oer the ravag'd Earth Deſtruction ſpread, 
Then ſhall Riinus, fram'd for every Ill, 
With your own Vengeance execute your Will, 
A Prodigy from Savage-Parents ſprung, 
Impetuous as a Tygreſs new with young. 
Fierce as the Hydra, fickle as the Flood, 
And keen as meagre Harpies for their Food. 

Soon as the Infant drew the vital Air, 
[ firſt receiv'd him to my nurſing Care ; 


And often he, when tender yet, and young, | 
Cry'd for the Teat, and on my Boſom hung: g 
Whilſt my ||horn'd Serpents round hisV 1ſageplay's, Bl \ 
His Features form'd, and there their Venom ſhed. I 
Whilſt I infuſing breath'd into his Heart 

J 


Deceipt, and Craft, and every hurtful Art, 


Ceraſta. 


Taugh! 
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Taught him Yinvolve his Soul in ſecret Clouds, 

With falſe diſſembling Smiles to veil his Frauds. ' 

Not dying Patriots Tortures can afſwage 

His inborn Cruelty, his native Rage: 

Not Tagus yellow Torrent can ſuffice 

His boundleſs and unſated Avarice: 

Nor all the Metal of Pactolus Streams, 

Nor Hermus glitt ring as the ſolar Beams. 

If you the Stratagem propos'd approve, 

Let us to Court this Bane of Crowns remove. 

There ſhall he ſoon, with his intriguing Art, 

Guide uncontroul'd the willing Prince's Heart. 

Nor Numa's Wildom ſhall his Heart defend, 

| When the felſe Fav rice acts the faithful Friend. 

Soon as ſhe ended the ſurrounding Crowd. 

With Peals of Joy the black Deſign applaud. 

Now with an Adamant her Hair ſhe bound, 

With a blew Serpent girt her Veſt around; 

Then haſts to Phlegerhon's impetuous Stream, 

Whoſe pitchy Waves are Flakes of rowling Flame: 

There lights a Torch, and ſtraight with Wings 
diſplay'd, | 

Shoots ſwiftly thro the dun Tartarian Glade. 
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A Place on Ga#ia's utmoſt Verge there lis, 
Extended to the Sea, and ſouthern Skies, 
Where once Uly/es, as old Fables tell, 
Invok'd and rais'd th* Inhabitants of Hell; 
Where oft with ſtaring Eyes the trembling Hind 
Sees airy Phantoms ſkim before the Wind. 
Hence ſprings the Fury into upper Skies, 
Infecting all the Region as ſhe flies. 
She roars, and ſhakes the Atmoſphear around, 
And Earth and Sea rebellow to the Sound. 
Then ſtraight transforms her Snakes to ſilver hair, 
And like an old decrepid * Sage appears. 
Slowly ſhe creeps along with trembling Gate, 
Scarce can her languid Limbs ſuſtain her weight 
At length arriving at Ryfmus Cell, | 
Which from his monſtrous Birth ſhe knew ſowell 
She mildly thus Hell's darling Hope addreft, | 


Sooth'd his Ambition, and inflam'd his Brea. Wi | 

Can Sloth diffolve Rafinus? Canſt thou pi e 
Thy fprightly Youth in ſoft inglorious Eaſe? \ 
Know that thy better Fate, thy kinder Star, 8 


Does more exalted Paths for thee prepare. 


* "Tis plain by this Machine, that Rufinus was a Believer in C 
rers and Fortune - Tellers; and ſo Baronius affirms of him, 


| 
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If thou an old Man's Counſel canſt obey, 

The Subje&-World ſhall own thy Sow'reign ſway. 

For my enlighten'd Soul, my conſcious Breaſt, 

Of Magick's ſecret Science is poſſeſt. 

Oft have I forc'd with myſtick Midnight Spells 

Pale Spectres from their ſubterraneous Cells. 

Old Hecate attends my pow rtul Song, 

Pow'rful to haſten Fate, or to prolong; _ 

Pow'rful the rooted ſtubborn Oak to move, 

To ſtop the Thunder burſting from above; 

To make the rapid Flood's deſcending Stream 

Flow backward to the Fountain whence it came. 

NordoubtmyTruth.—Behold, with juſt ſurprize, 

An Effort of my Art, a Palace riſe, 

She ſaid, and lo! a Palace tow'ring ſeems 

With parian Pillars, and metallick Beams, 

Ryfinus raviſh'd with the vaſt Delight, 

Gorges his Avarice, and gluts his Sight. 

Such was his Tranſport, ſuch his ſudden Pride, 

When Midas firſt his golden Wiſh enjoy'd, 

But, as his ſtiff ning Food to Metal turn'd, | 

He found his Raſhneſs, and his Ruin mourn'd. 
Be thou, or Man, or God, Rujfinus ſaid, 

| follow whereſoe'r thy Dictates lead, = 
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Then from his Hutt he flies, aſſumes the Stite 
Propounded by the Fiend, prepar d by Fate. 
Ambition ſoon began to lift her Head, | 
Soaring ſhe mounts with reſtlefs Pinions ſpread, 
But Juſtice conſcious ſhuns the poiſon'd Air, 
Where only proſtituted Tools repair; 
Where Stilico and Virtus not avail, | 
Where f Royal Favour ſtands expos'd to ſale; 
Where now Ryfinus, ſcandalouſly great, 
Loads lab'ring Nations with oppreſfive Weight; 
Keeps the obſequious World depending ſtill 


On the proud Dictates of his lawleſs Will; 
Advances thoſe, whoſe fierce and factious Zeal 


Prompts ever to reſiſt, and to rebel: 

But thoſe impeaches, who their Prince commend, 

Who dauntleſs dare his ſacred Rights defend; 

* Expounds ſmall Riots into higheſt Crimes, 

Brands Loyalty, as Treaſon to the Times. 

An haughty Minion, mad with Empire grown, 

Enſlaves the Subjects, and inſults the Throne. 
A thouſand diſemboguing Rivers pay 

Their everlaſting Homage to the Sea; ö a 


a 


＋ — Principe vendit hanores. 


1 


Exiguum fi mulando vulnus acerbat. 


Th 


* 
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por conſtant down their tributary Streams: 
put yet the Sea confeſſes no Increaſe, 


So cravirig ſtill Rufinus Soul remains, 
Tho fed with ſhow'rs of Gold, and floods tue 
For he deſpoils and ravages the Land,. 
No State is free from his rapdtious Hand. 
Treaſures immenſe he hoards. erectsa * Tow'r 

o lodge the plunder'4 World's collected Store 8 
nmeaſur d is his Wealth, unbounded is his Pow'r J 
O whither wouldſt thou rdve, alen Man ?? 
ain are thy Hopes, thy Acquiiitions van. 
or now ſuppoſe: thy Avarice poſſeſt 
Jt all the Splendor of the glitt ring "_ x 
Pt Creſus Maſs of Wealth, of ' Cyrus Cen, . 
ppoſe the Ocean's Treaſute all thy ow n; 
Wil! wou'd thy $out repine, ſtill aſk for more, 
nbleſt with Plenty, with Abundante Poor. 
with in himſelf, in Virtue great, 
A a m * _ his State. 
| 1 ben 

* Som ems ui ? 
Accipit una dm. 


1 


The Nile, the Rhine, the Danube, and the Tbamem 


For all is ſwallow'd i in the broad Abyſs. 1 | 


— — —ẽ—ẽê —— — 


In a poor lonely Cot, an humble Cell, 
Such a Retreat to me's more glorious far, 
Than all,thy Pomp, than all thy Triumphe are, 
Give me my ſolitary native Home. 
Take thou thy riſing Tow'r, thy lofty Donez | 
Tho' there thy Furniture of radiant die 


Attracts and raviſhes the curious Eye 
Tho each Apartment, ey ry ſpatious Ron 
Shines with the Glories of the Hrinn Loom; 
Yet here I view a more delightful Scene, 
Where Nature's freſneſt Bloom and Beauties reg 
Where the warm Zephir's genial balmy Wing a 
Playing diffuſes an eternal Springsn z; 
Thoꝰ there thy lew d laſcivious Lambs: are hii 
On a rich downy Couch, or golden ed.. 
Yet here, extended un the flow'ryi Craſs, 
More free from Care my guiltleſs Hdura I ff 
Tho? there thy Sycophants, à fervis Rats 
Cringe at thy Levees, and reſound thy Praiſe; 
Yet here a murm ring Stream, or wirbling Bird 
To me does ſweeter Harmony afford. 


2 5 Natu 


Which from her bounteous Squrce perpetual flows, 
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Nature on all the Pow'r of Bliſs beſtows; 74 


But he alone with Happineſs is bleſt, 
Who knows to uſe it rightly. when poſſeſt. 
A Doctrine, if well pois'd in Reaſon's Scale, 
Nor Luxury nor Wars would thus prevail; *® 
Nor would our Fleers ſo frequent plow the Main. 
Nor our embattled, Armies ſtrow the Plain. 

But Oh Rufinus is to Reaſon blind! 
A ſtrange Hydropick Thirſt inflames his Mind: 
No Bribes his grow ing Appetite can fate, 
For new Poſſeſſions new Deſires create: 
No Senſe of Shame, no Modeſty reſtrains, 
Where Avarice, or where Ambition reigns. 
When with ftri& Oaths his profer'd Faith he binds, 
Falſe are his Vows, and treach'rous his Deſigns. | 

Now ſhould a Patriot riſe, his Pow'r oppoſe, 
Should he aſſert a ſinking Nation's Cauſe, - 
He ſtirs a Vengeance nothing can controul, 
Such is the Rancour of his haughty Soul. 
Fell as a Lyoneſs in Lybia's Plain, = 
When tortur'd with the Jav'tins pointed Pain: 


I 2 Or 


T 


Fundies, & Gentis nomen delere labrat. 


Or a ſpurn'd Serpent, = ſhots along 
With Lightning in her Eyes, and Faison i be 
Tongue. 
Nor will whole Families eras'd lde 
But Provinces and Cities he deſtroys; 
But urg'd with blind Revenge, and ſettled Hate 
He labours the Confuſion of the State, 
+Subyerts the Nation's old eſtabliſſi d Frame, 
Explodes her Laws, aboliſhes her Name. 
If e er in Mercy he pretend to ſave 
A Man purſu'd by Faftion from the Grave, 
Then he invents new Puniſhments, new Pains, 
Condemns to Silence, and from Truth reſtraing; 
Then Racks and Pillories, and Bonds and Bar; 
Then Ruin and Impeachments he prepares. 
O dreadful Mercy, more than Death ſevere! 
That doubly tortures whom it ſeerys to ſpare. 
All ſeem enſlav'd, all bow to him alone, 
Nor dare their Hate their juſt Reſentments own; 
But inward mourn, their Sighs and Pangs confin'd, 
Which with convulſive Sorrow tear the Mind. 


Ex,c indere cives 


| r 
Envy is mute. Tis Treaſon to diſcloſe I 
The baneful Source of their eternal Woes. 

But Stilico's ſuperior Soul appears 
Unſhock'd unmov'd by baſe ignoble Fears. 
He is the Polar Star, directs the State, 
When Parties rage, and Publick Tempeſts beat; 
He is the ſafe Retreat, the ſweet Repoſe, 
Can ſooth and calm afflicted Virtue's Woes. 
He is the ſolid firm unſhaken Force, 
That only knows to ſtem th' Invader's Courſe. 
So when a River, ſwell'd with Winter Rains, 
The Limits of its wonted Shore diſdains; 
Bridges aud Stones and Trees in vain e 
With whrelilted Rage the Torrent flows: 
But as it rowling meets a mighty Rock, 
Whoſe fix'd Foundations can repel the Shock; 
ZE lided Surges rdar in Eddies round, 
he Rock unmov'd reverberates the Sound. 
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